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Ah lovel Could thou and | with fate conspire,
to grasp this sorry scheme of things entire,
would not we shatter it to bits and then,
remould it nearer to the heart's desire?

Edward FitzGerald
The Rubalyar of Omar Khayyam




Foreword

1968 was the year of the Great Divide. It marked the zenith as well as the end
of the long post-war period of rapid economic growth in the industrialized
countries. But it was also a year of social unrest with the eruption of student
uprisings in many countries and other manifestations of alienaton and
counter-cultural protest. In additon, it was at that time that general and vocal
public awareness of the problems of the environment began o emerge.

A number of individuals close to decision-making points became
concerned about the apparent incapability of governments and the
international organizations of foreseeing, or even attempting to foresee, the
consequences of substantial material growth without sufficient thought as to
the quality aspects of the life that unprecedented general affluence should
make possible. It was felt that a group of independent thinkers concerned
with the long-term and deeper issues would be useful in complementing the
work of the bigger organizations.

The Club of Rome tock shape that year from these considerations, and was
founded by Aurelio Peccei and Alexander King at the Academia dei Linceiin -
Rome. It chose as its initial theme, "The Predicament of Mankind." Aurelio
Peccei was its first president, a post he retained till his death in 1984, At
present, the group comprises one nundred independent individuals from
fifty-three countries. The Club has absolutely no political ambition. Its
members represent a wide diversity of cultures, ideologies, professions and
disciplines, and are united in 2 common concern for the future of humanity.

From the outset, the Club's thinking has been governed by thrée related
conceptual guidelines:




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































